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Urbanization can lead to the loss of quiet spaces, natural habitat and flood attenuation. Recognition of the po- . 7 :
tential negative impacts of urbanization led to the creation of the Cherry Creek Basin Water Quality Authority. In :.ji-f a
collaboration with other special districts, federal, state and local agencies and with support from watershed res- 3?9"'94
idents the Authority has played a significant role in protecting natural resources in their jurisdiction. The quality fi;" ;
of life; schools, parks, trails and open space make the Cherry Creek community a place where people want to live, "

work and play. Riparian protections and stream reclamation projects constructed with public funds by collabora- ‘ ok o

tive public agencies have contributed to the enjoyment of the watershed by providing community connections, na-
ture in the neighborhoods and cultural context for long term residents and newcomers.
The Cherry Creek Stewardship Partners were founded in 1999 to help tell the story of watershed protection in the
«% « '« Cherry Creek Basin. As a forum for engaging members of the community to better understand the nature and
*ﬁ‘ "~ _ . ... protection of waterways in the Cherry Creek Watershed, the Partners began by compiling the education and out- |

) ~.. reach priorities of other local agencies and districts in the watershed. The Cherry Creek Stewardship Partners
_ % created the Cherry Creek Basin Stewardship and Education Initiative. This document serves as a needs assess-
" ment and provides a set of recommendations for future efforts to engage the public with informational and edu- : o
cational programs in addition to the stormwater requirements in section 72.7 of 5 CCR 1002-72 (Colorado Control :
Regulation). The Cherry Creek Basin Water Quality Authority, identified as the designated water quality manage-
ment agency for the Cherry Creek watershed, provides significant funding and expertise in order to accomplish
public education and participation goals of the Cherry Creek Stewardship Partners.
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The Ranch is comprised of nearly 1,000 acres of a unique com-
bination of open grasslands and rhyolite bluffs. Historical
check dams built in 1958 along West Cherry Creek served ag-
riculture in the 20th century. How do they function now to pro-
tect water holding capacity in the upper watershed of this prai-
rie stream? What land conservation practices show the biggest
" ‘bang for the buck’ to protect water quality and water supply on
"3 5 our prairie streams?

- : 1 Wi T This photo shows fence lines for rotational grazing as installed
B T o R e s e by Jamie Hull, Ranch Manager, Douglas County Open Space.

The Prairie Canyon Ranch field trip was conducted in association with
the Sustaining Colorado Watersheds Conference October 08, 2020.
Speakers included Bill McCormick Division of Water Resources Chief,
Dam Safety Branch, Dan Nosal N.R.C.S. Rangeland Management Spe-
cialist, Jamie Hull Douglas County Open Space Prairie Canyon Ranch
Manager and Heather Kelly, Douglas County Conservation Dist. Dis-
trict Manager. Innovative practices on the Ranch include high intensity,
short duration grazing for vegetation management and soil health.
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The City of Aurora awarded Aleena Modak, Crescent

View Academy, for her project “An Alternative to Road
Salt” Beet Juicel The object of this experiment was to
test the efficacy of beet juice as an alternative to road

salt in melting ice. Aleena received her award from

Cherry Creek Stewardship Partners Educator Mallory
Hiss.

Cherry Creek Basin Water Quality Authority awarded
Deena Safiulla, Challenge Middle School, the 2020 En-
vironmental Achievement Award for her project “The
Mightiest Creatures of All” ..Copepods! The object of
this experiment was to learn more about the effects
of cyanobacteria on cyclops copepods. Deena received

her award from Cherry Creek Stewardship Partners
Educator Mallory Hiss.
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Did you know, the 17 Mile House Area has one of the
few rare intact cottonwood forests? Follow these
friendly giants in 17 Mile House Farm Park, observe
your surroundings, and learn about stewardship and
much more with our 17 Mile House Field Journal!
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Cherry Creek Stewardship Partners |
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Summer is here, and birds are visible and vocal!

Can you hear them?

We challenge you to Get Outdoors and put your
ears to the test. Use Audubon’s free Birding by
Ear program to identify birds through their
various vocalizations.

Please comment below to share with us the
Colorado bird sounds you hear and identify!

City of Centennial Government
Arapahoe County Government, Colorado
Cherry Creek Stewardship Partners
Denver Audubon See Less

@entennial ..
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WATERFESTIVALSAND FIELD EXPERIENCES

Cherry Creek Stewardship Partners took to Facebook and Twitter in 2020. With the help of Arapahoe Open Space and
Extension, the City of Centennial and the Denver Audubon Society, multiple social media campaigns were created
throughout the summer season. Birding by Ear was curated with Audubon’s free birding program with the hopes to
inspire others to get outside and get to know their neighborhood birds. This was followed by our Hug a Cottonwood
Tree campaign. The 17 Mile House Field Guide, created by the Partners, was used to facilitate various activities en-
couraging the enjoyment of Cottonwood trees. Book lists for children and adults to read by the Cottonwoods and a
shared poem by Ruth Race reflecting on her time growing up on the 17 Mile House brought history to life and provided
a bit of peace and comfort. These campaigns were designed to create activities for readers to get outside safely and
build a relationship with the nature. Partners’ social media platforms are very new and have proven to be helpful to
our community in providing engaging content and sharing our events and photos. Check them out.
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Every year, since 1999, the Cherry Creek Basin Water Quallty
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“stream reclamation and protection projects which haye ben-
efited from Authorlty fundlng and expertise. On b|kes and

by foot, Cherry Creek devotees explored the history of eco-
nomic development and stream reclamation. Speakers, sit-

_uated along the two-mile reach between the 17-Mile House ~ CUNEEN  — " o € TR S Sroncos ety
- Farm Park and the Cherry Creek Valley Ecological Park, = o TSR TR TR T
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ty professionalsyengineers, practitioners and neighbors. All : Rt /o T PO
gathered outside to be socially connected at'a safe physical ' S| NS 1
distance. The collaborative approach implemented in the

Cherry Creek Basin has leveraged funds, experience and ex-
pertise to protect beneficial uses in Cherry Creek. Preserv-
ing cultural treasures and natural features create commu- -
nity connections that contribute to long term stewardéhlp of
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